
Historical Tax Roll 
Research Guide 

(for tax years 1982-1999) 
 

Follow the Steps Below to find historical tax roll information from 1982 to 1999. 
 

Search Historical Tax Rolls 
 
Step 1: Identify the below information. 
 

• Tax Year/s you need 
• Current Municipality 
• Current Parcel Number 
• Parent Parcel Numbers (check Access Dane to see if any are listed) 

 
Step 2: Locate the Municipal Code and Parcel Number 
 

I. Identify the 2-digit Municipal Code using the Municipal Code List.1 
II. Identify any old parcel numbers for tax years 1982 to 1987.2 

- If not needing tax roll information from 1982 to 1987, skip to Step 3. 
- Use the Cross Reference Files to match the 1988 New Parcel Number to 

the 1987 Old Parcel Number as seen below. 
 

 
Figure 1: Parcel Number Format Cross Reference Sample 

  

 
1 Access Dane has a 3-digit code in front of the parcel separated by the slash (/), which is not applicable 
for locating historical tax roll information in this system. 
2 All parcel numbers changed between 1987 and 1988. Individual parcel numbers also change when 
property is split or merged. 

https://lfweb.danecounty.gov/WebLinkTreasurer/Search.aspx?dbid=0&repo=DaneCounty-Treasurer
https://accessdane.danecounty.gov/
https://lfweb.danecounty.gov/WebLinkTreasurer/Browse.aspx?id=1678&dbid=0&repo=DaneCounty-Treasurer
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Step 3: Search Historical Tax Rolls 
 

I. Click the Customizable Search dropdown and then select TEMPLATE. 

 
Figure 2: Screen Capture of Custom Search dropdown to Template option 

 
II. Click the Template dropdown and select GENERAL. 

 
Figure 3: Screen Capture of Template dropdown to General option 

 
III. Enter search criteria into Tax Year, Municipality, and General Search fields.3 

 
Figure 4: Screen Capture of Tax Year, Municipality, and General Search fields 

 
3 Since microfiche scans do not completely pick up all the text, (1) less detailed search criteria may pull 
more results, and (2) you may need to scroll through the pages of a selected Search Result files to find 
the desired tax roll information. 

https://lfweb.danecounty.gov/WebLinkTreasurer/Search.aspx?dbid=0&repo=DaneCounty-Treasurer
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IV. Click SUBMIT. 

 
Figure 5: Screen Capture of Submit button 

 
Step 4: Review Search Results 
 

I. Scroll through the Search Results file names for the desired scanned microfiche. 
- Municipal Codes are circled in red in the sample file name names.4 
- Parcel Numbers are highlighted in yellow in the sample file name names.5 

 
Figure 6: Sample Search Results (Municipality Code and Parcel Number) 

  

 
4 Large municipalities may be in multiple files. Also, there may be multiple municipalities per file with the 
municipalities listed in alphabetical order within the file and each municipality starting on a new page. 
5 The first parcel number of each file is listed in the respective Search Result file name. Records within each 
municipality are in numerical parcel number order. 
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II. Click the desired microfiche search result to open. 
- Municipality is at the top of each page in these files. 
- Parcel Number is listed on the left side of each record. 

 
Figure 7: Sample microfiche scan to highlight the Municipality and Parcel Number 

 
 
III. OPTIONS: If you cannot find the desired parcel in a selected Search Result file… 

- Select a Search Result with a slightly higher or slightly lower Parcel 
Number in the file name.6 

- Select a Search Result with a slightly higher or slightly lower Municipal 
Code in the file name.7 

- Reset and Search again with different search criteria 

 
Figure 8: Screen Capture of Reset button 

 
a) Use a physically adjacent neighboring municipality8 

…OR… 
b) Use less in the search criteria, like excluding the municipality 

 
6 Example: For Monona (59), browse the Search Result file name with parcel 071009328342 instead of 
071020144957. The parcel number in the Search Result file name is the first parcel listed in the file. Within a 
selected file … First, municipalities are sorted in alphabetical order. Then, parcels within each municipality are 
sorted in numerical parcel number order. 
7 Example: Browse the Search Result file name with municipal code 58 (Stoughton) instead of 59 (Monona). 
8 Example: For a current Monona parcel, try a new search for Blooming Grove or Madison in case there was an 
annexation or a difference between the USPS assigned mailing address and the legal municipal jurisdiction. 
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Municipal Code List 
 

Access Dane 
municipal code 

Microfiche 
municipal code 

Municipality 
Name 

002 01 Town of Albion 
004 02 Town of Berry 
006 03 Town of Black Earth 
008 04 Town of Blooming Grove 
010 05 Town of Blue Mounds 
012 06 Town of Bristol 
014 07 Town of Burke 
016 08 Town of Christiana 
018 09 Town of Cottage Grove 
020 10 Town of Cross Plains 
022 11 Town of Dane 
024 12 Town of Deerfield 
026 13 Town of Dunkirk 
028 14 Town of Dunn 
032 16 Town of Madison9 
034 17 Town of Mazomanie 
036 18 Town of Medina 
038 19 Town of Middleton 
040 20 Town of Montrose 
042 21 Town of Oregon 
044 22 Town of Perry 
046 23 Town of Pleasant Springs 
048 24 Town of Primrose 
050 25 Town of Roxbury 
052 26 Town of Rutland 
054 27 Town of Springdale 
056 28 Town of Springfield 
058 29 Town of Sun Prairie 
060 30 Town of Vermont 
062 31 Town of Verona 
064 32 Town of Vienna 
066 33 Town of Westport 
068 34 Town of Windsor10 
070 35 Town of York 

<<< BACK TO GUIDE       Continued on Next Page >  
 

9 merged into C-Fitchburg & C-Madison in 2022 
10 became Village of Windsor (196) in 2015 
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Access Dane 
municipal code 

Microfiche 
municipal code 

Municipality Name 

106 36 Village of Belleville 
107 37 Village of Black Earth 
108 38 Village of Blue Mounds 
109 39 Village of Brooklyn 
111 40 Village of Cambridge 
112 41 Village of Cottage Grove 
113 42 Village of Cross Plains 
116 43 Village of Dane 
117 44 Village of Deerfield 
118 45 Village of DeForest 
151 46 Village of Maple Bluff 
152 47 Village of Marshall 
153 48 Village of Mazomanie 
154 49 Village of McFarland 
157 51 Village of Mount Horeb 
165 52 Village of Oregon 
176 53 Village of Rockdale 
181 54 Village of Shorewood Hills 
191 57 Village of Waunakee 
221 61 City of Edgerton 
225 15 City of Fitchburg 
251 60 City of Madison 
255 50 City of Middleton 
258 59 City of Monona 
281 58 City of Stoughton 
282 55 City of Sun Prairie 
286 56 City of Verona 

<<< BACK TO GUIDE 
 


